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tive text. His position lesembles that of a judge
interpreting an Act of Parliament; the English
constitutionalist has more often to decide on what
may be called the equities of the case. Sometimes
he has positive statutes to rely upon, but often he
can on) 7 refer to the decisions of his predecessors,
sr to ostablished practice, or to a consensus of
opinion, based on a kind of political morality or
etiquette, analogous to the old jus natura and jus
gentium.

It is not so much that our constitution is un-
written, for of course much the largest part of it is
written and printed; * but that it is unfixed and
flexible, where others are rigid.   "We are not con-
cerned with a solid building, to which a room may
be added here, or a wing there; but with a living
organism, in a condition of perpetual growth and
change,   of   development   and   decay.   There   are
written constitutions which possess similar features,
and there are unwritten constitutions which do not.
-The political systems of the self-governing British
Colonies, which are modelled on that of the Mother
Country, differ from it fundamentally in this respect.
They are created by Parliamentary enactment; and
a statute like the Dominion of Canada Act, or the
Australian Commonwealth Act, is a " Constitution "
like that of the United States.   It is possible for a
court of law to interpret its terms on strictly legal

*"A great part of our Constitution is already written.
Many of the powers of the Grown, many of the powers of the
House of Lords, including the whole of its judicial powers,
muoh of the constitution of the House of Commons and its
entire relation to the electoral body, have long since been
defined by Act of Parliament." Maine, Popular
p. 125.